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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE MADRID 7618 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, SP 

SUBJECT: FOLLOW-UP ON ETA ASSASSINATIONS 
RET: MADRID 7576 (NOTAL); MADRID 7383 

SUMMARY: ETA'S MILITARY WING HAS CLAIMED RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
YESTERDAY S ASSASSINATION OF COUNSELOR OF THE REALM ARALUCE 
AND FOUR ACCOMPANYING BODYGUARDS. GOVT HAS EXPLICITLY RE- 
FUSED TO RISE TO THE BAIT, STOPPING SHORT OF DECLARING STATE 
OF EXCEPTION. REACTION TO THE KILLINGS, INCLUDING WITHIN 
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THE BASQUE PROVINCES, REPORTEDLY HAS BEEN ONE OF SHOCK AND 
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CONDEMNATION. END SUMMARY. 

1 . YESTERDAY'S MACHINEGUN ATTACK IN DOWNTOWN SAN SEBAS- 
TAIN, GUIPUZCOA, HAS CLAIMED THE LIVES OF FIVE VICTIMS: 
COUNSELOR OF THE REALM ARALUCE AND FOUR ACCOMPANYING 
BODYGUARDS (REFTEL). ETA'S ' MILITARY 1 ' WING, IN ANONYMOUS 
PHONE CALLS TO BASQUE NEWSPAPERS AND RADIO STATIONS AND 
A COMMUNIQUE RELEASED IN BAYONNE, FRANCE, HAS CLAIMED 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE KILLINGS. SPECULATION IN TODAY S 
"INTERNATIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE" THAT THE FAR -LEFT RECONSTI- 
TUTED SPANISH COMMUNIST PARTY (PCE-R) WAS THE PERPETRATOR 
HAS NOT BEEN ECHOED HERE. 

2. AFTER AN EMERGENCY COUNCIL OF MINISTERS MEETING LAST 
NIGHT, INTERIOR MINISTER MARTIN VILLA, IN A TELEVISED AD- 
DRESS, TOLD THE NATION THAT THE GOVT WOULD ACT RIGOROUSLY 
TO MAINTAIN PUBLIC ORDER WHILE MOVING AHEAD WITH THE DEMO- 
CRATIZATION PROCESS. MARTIN VILLA STATED THAT THE POLICE 
WOULD USE SPECIAL POWERS ACCORDED THEM BY EXISTING LEGIS 
LATION — E.G., SEARCH WITHOUT WARRANT, HOLDING OF SUSPECTS 
FOR UP TO FIVE DAYS WITHOUT CHARGE-BUT THAT A "STATE OF 
EXCEPTION" WOULD NOT BE DECREED. MILITARY TROOPS WOULD RE- 
INFORCE BORDER POLICE IN AN ATTEMPT TO PREVENT THE TERROR 
ISTS FROM ESCAPING INTO FRANCE. MARTIN VILLA, IN RESPONSE 

TO A QUESTION, MADE IT CLEAR THAT THE GOVT DID NOT INTEND 
TO PLAY INTO THE TERRORISTS' HANDS BY PUNISHING THE BASQUE 
PEOPLE FOR THE CRIMES OF A HANDFUL OF EXTREMISTS. 

3. PUBLIC REACTION TO THE ASSASSINATIONS HAS BEEN UNI- 
VERSALLY CONDEMNATORY. POLITICAL LEADERS RANGING FROM 
ULTRA-RIGHTIST JOSE ANTONIO GIRON (CONFEDERATION OF CI- 
VIL WAR VETERANS) TO FAR-LEFTIST NAZARIO AGUADO (PAR- 
TIDO DEL TRABAJO) HAVE SPOKEN OUT AGAINST THE KILLINGS, 

AND MANY HAVE POINTEDLY CAUTIONED THE GOVT AGAINST FAL- 
LING INTO THE TERRORISTS' TRAP BY OVERREACTING. THE COR 
RESPONDENT FOR RESPECTED AFTERNOON DAILY " INFORMACIONES " 
REPORTS FROM SAN SEBASTIAN THAT THE CITY'S RESIDENTS 

ARE OUTRAGED BY THE ATTACK, AND AMCONSUL BILBAO REPORTS 
SIMILAR REACTIONS IN THE VIZCAYAN CAPITAL. HE BELIEVES, 
HOWEVER, THAT THE PUBLIC OUTCRY IN THIS CASE IS UNLIKELY 
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TO BE AS INTENSE AS IT WAS AFTER THE ETA MURDER OF IN- 
DUSTRIALIST ANGEL BERAZADI, SIMPLY BECAUSE ARALUCE WAS A 
GOVT OFFICIAL, NOT A PRIVATE INDIVIDUAL. 

4. WHERE ETA'S POLITICAL/MILITARY WING RECENTLY HAS WAF- 
FLED ON THE QUESTION OF TERRORISM (REFTEL), THE MORE RAD 
ICAL MILITARY WING NEVER HAS DONE SO. EARLIER THIS YEAR, 

THE "MILIS" WARNED BASQUE OFFICIALS THAT THEY HAD TO EITH- 
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ER RESIGN THEIR POSTS OR FACE THE "CONSEQUENCES." THE 
GOAL OF THE MILITARY WING ALWAYS HAS BEEN TO PROVOKE THE 
GOVT INTO REACTING TO ITS DEPRADATIONS BY CRACKING DOWN 
ON BASQUES GENERALLY. THE MOTIVES FOR THE CHOICE OF THESE 
PARTICULAR VICTIMS ARE OBSCURE; THEY MAY SIMPLY HAVE BEEN 
TARGETS OF OPPORTUNITY. HOWEVER, THE TIMING OF THE AT- 
TACK SEEMS TRANSPARENTLY TO BE AN ATTEMPT TO CONTRIBUTE 
TO A CYCLE OF VIOLENCE IN THE WAKE OF THE SEPT 27 MUR- 
DER, APPARENTLY BY RIGHTISTS, OF A MADRID STUDENT, AND 
THE FATAL SHOOTING SEPT 8 OF A BASQUE YOUTH BY POLICE. 

5. THE ETA SAFE-HAVEN IN FRANCE HAS LONG BEEN A SORE 
POINT WITH SPANISH AUTHORITIES AND REMAINS SO, EVEN 
THOUGH THE FRENCH HAVE REPORTEDLY BEEN MAKING THINGS 
ROUGH FOR ETA ACTIVISTS IN RECENT MONTHS. WE EXPECT 
THE GOS WILL EXERT CONSIDERABLE PRESSURE ON THE FRENCH 
TO COOPERATE IN SEALING OFF THE BORDER TO THE MURDER- 
ERS, OR IN APPREHENDING THEM IF THEY ALREADY HAVE CROS- 
SED. IN THIS CONNECTION, A FRENCH DIPLOMAT SAID TO 
EMBOFF TODAY THAT HE HOPED THIS EPISODE WOULD NOT AF- 
FECT THE KING'S PROJECTED VISIT TO FRANCE. 

EATON 
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